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1. Policy  

Purpose: To provide interested students opportunities to receive cohesive, expanded learning 
experiences in non-specialty-based areas of emphasis while completing the 4-year MD 
curriculum. Completion of the requirements for an area of concentration will lead to 
recognition in the graduation program as a “Scholar in [area of concentration]” and bestowal of 
a certificate. Note: Students completing the certificate will be presented with an official 
certificate document. Although the certificate will not appear on a student’s transcript, 
students will be free to use this credential on any resumé or application for advanced study. 

Requirements for an Area of Concentration 

1.1 Areas of Concentration must span all three phases of the curriculum and must include a 
minimum of 15 weeks of qualifying coursework. 

1.2 Areas of Concentration must conclude in Phase 3 with a scholarly project and product 
(e.g. manuscript, presentation). 

1.3 Areas of Concentration may include para-curricular activities such as journal clubs, 
discussion groups, etc. Attendance requirements must allow for student evening clinics, 
call responsibilities, and must conform to duty hour policies. 

1.4 Areas of Concentration must identify curricular activities that contribute toward 
completion of the program. At a minimum, this must offer: 
1.4.1 A Discovery experience  



1.4.2 8 weeks of Phase 2 or Phase 3 experiences (e.g. electives, specific clinical 
assignments)  

1.4.3 Phase 3 final project elective   
1.4.4 The preferred minimum distribution of credits across the curricular phases is:  2 

weeks Discovery, 4 weeks Phase 2 elective/experience, 4 weeks Phase 3 elective, 
4 weeks final project = 14 weeks required; but students may opt to shift more of 
the coursework to Phase 3.  

1.5 Courses created for an Area of Concentration must be available to all Carle Illinois 
College of Medicine students who meet prerequisites, regardless of participation in the 
Area of Concentration; participating students may be given preference for enrollment if 
capacity is limited. Courses must conform to the Discovery and/or Electives policies.  

1.6 Students may elect to participate in an Area of Concentration at any time in their course 
of study if it remains feasible to complete all requirements. Similarly, they may opt to 
discontinue participation at any time without penalty. 

Oversight 

2.1 Faculty proposing an Area of Concentration must submit a description to the Electives 
Course Committee, a subcommittee of the Curriculum Oversight Committee, for 
approval before offering the Area for participation. The description should include all 
qualifying activities and courses, the status of those courses (e.g. approved, submitted, 
in preparation), the scope of the final project/product, and faculty involved in content 
delivery and student assessment.  

2.2 Once approved, the Area will report progress to the Electives Committee once per year. 
The report should include at a minimum the number of students enrolled in the Area, 
their current curricular year, the number of students on track to complete the 
requirements in the current academic year, and a summary of the final 
projects/products submitted in the past 12 months. The Electives Committee may 
request review of the student submissions. This information will be included in the 
Electives Committee annual report to the Curriculum Oversight Committee. 
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