
 

Phase 1 Remote Participation Policy 
 

Owner Department: Office of Student Affairs 

Owner: Associate Dean of Student Affairs 

Affected Department(s) or Parties: All enrolled students in the Carle Illinois College of 
Medicine. 

Effective Date:  November 5, 2019 

Revision Date: February 17, 2021 

Next Review Date: February 17, 2023 

Policy Number: APS-38 

 

Purpose:  

Carle Illinois College of Medicine’s Phase 1 curriculum is predominantly delivered through small 
group teaching, i.e. the BiCEP problem-based learning sessions, team-based learning activities 
and physical diagnosis sessions. Physical presence in the sessions enhances everyone’s 
experience; the expectation is that all students will attend in person. Approval of remote 
participation considers the continuity of the group learning to not disrupt the educational 
outcomes for all students. Students must also follow the student code on class attendance: 
https://studentcode.illinois.edu/article1/part5/1-501/. 

However, there are occasionally times it may be appropriate for a student to participate via 
videoconference. Some examples, not meant to be exhaustive include: 

1. a student on bedrest while pregnant 
2. a student under quarantine for exposure to an infectious illness  
3. a student participating in an approved professional conference out of town 
4. a student with a disability with an acute flare-up  

Remote participation cannot be guaranteed, but it can be requested: 

1. Documentation of the need to participate remotely will be required. 
2. The request must be received at least two business days before the start of the session 

to allow for necessary arrangements. In cases where a student is acutely ill, they should 
use the time to rest and recuperate rather than participating remotely.   The 

https://studentcode.illinois.edu/article1/part5/1-501/


absence/remote participation request form must be completed online.  The Director of 
Curriculum and/or Associate Dean for Academic Affairs will determine if the request is 
approved.  If approved, the Associate Dean of Curriculum will notify the appropriate 
staff and/or faculty that participation will be remote for the approved sessions. 

3. Cases where one or more students are approved for remote participation would require 
the entire session to be conducted remotely. 

4. Multiple absences may require a leave of absence rather than remote participation. 
Multiple requests for remote participation from the same student will be discussed 
between Associate Deans for Academic and Student Affairs.   

5. Sessions that require hands-on participation, such as Physical Diagnosis sessions with a 
standardized patient or laboratory exercises, cannot be attended remotely.  

Remote participation in required sessions, if approved, must include video and audio 
connection to allow full participation in the group learning.   

Exceptions:  Some sessions may be designed to allow remote participation for all students; in 
those instances there is no need to request remote participation.  Similarly, as occurred during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, sessions may be moved to remote participation for all students, but 
once in person course delivery resumes, students will need to request remote participation per 
this policy.  

Contact: Office of Academic Affairs or Office of Student Affairs 

Governing Body:  University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Administrative Manual,  
Office of Student Affairs 
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